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RECENT THEOLOGICAL LITERATURE. 



Un SifecLE: Mouvement du Monde de 1800 a 1900. Paris: 
Oudin. Pp. xxvi + 914. 

This imposing volume is the work of thirty-three writers, philoso- 
.phers, scientists, and artists, who under the direction of Monseigneur 
Pdchenard, rector of the Catholic University at Paris, have undertaken 
to describe the triple movement of politics, science, and religion dur- 
ing the nineteenth century. The work is dedicated by His Holiness, 
Leo XIII., JRegi Saeculorum Immortali. It has, therefore, a unique 
place among the many books devoted to the era just completed. 
Although the readers of this Journal will be chiefly interested in the 
218 pages that treat of the religious movement, it is important not to 
overlook the Catholic coloring which gives to the other parts a peculiar 
illumination. It displays the century as St. Peter's used to be displayed 
at Eastertide, bedecked with Roman lamps. The articles on "The 
Social Question in the Nineteenth Century," on "The Roman Church 
and the Political Currents of the Age," and on " Education " are 
particularly noteworthy. But many others of great value exhale the 
odor of a penetrating Catholicism. This, however, is not always 
obtrusive. In the essays upon the sciences it is, indeed, just percep- 
tible. In those upon literature, the fine arts, and music it is a subtile 
soup(on merely. 

The third part, which treats of the religious movement, contains eight 
essays of unequal value, that upon " Religion and Religions," by Father 
de la Broise, S. J., and that upon " Dogma and Catholic Thought," by 
Father Bainvel, S. J., easily surpassing all the others in ability and 
interest. An article upon "The Non-Christian Religions" by Baron 
de Vaux reduces the conclusions of religious philosophers to "the 
theory of the spontaneous production of religions " and " the theory of 
their equivalence." He concedes to the former "that peoples, like 
individuals, may have natural dispositions leading them unequally 
toward Catholicism." But of the latter he affirms that it is "an inco- 
herent phantom." And to assist the young apologists of the church 
in combating this theory he treats (i) of primitive beliefs, (2) of the 
metaphysical religions of India, and (3) of religions the principle of 
which is social and ethical : to wit, Judaism and Islam. The essay of 

534 



RECENT THEOLOGICAL LITERATURE 535 

Canon Pisani on " The Separated Christian Churches " treats of the 
eastern schismatics and of Protestantism. In the latter those phases 
only are mentioned that seem advantageous to Rome, while the 
existence of Protestantism outside of Germany and England is hardly 
recognized. 

The article on "The Conflicts of the Church" is a capital instance 
of how history should not be written. It is difficult to characterize 
serenely the portion of it that relates to Italy. The author did not 
know, or he suppressed, essential facts. His inadequate statements are 
true enough ; but the omissions make the final impression false. No 
one could gather from them the real nature of the struggle. The fol- 
lowing declaration, however, it may be wise to ponder: "The Italian 
Catholics have received orders not to take any part, as electors or elect, 
in the politics of the kingdom." 

Count d'Haussonville pleads frankly for the reSstablishment of the 
ancient union of church and state in works of charity and benevolence. 
Private enterprise is inadequate. State beneficence is bureaucratic. 
The church alone, with its disciplined and admirable army of brotherly 
kindness, can properly dispense the public bounty and thus temper the 
liberty of modern society with fraternal helpfulness. The perpetuity 
of misery is a fact with which political economy must reckon ; the alle- 
viation of misery is the perpetual duty of charity. 

The essay on "The Inner Life of the Church," which opens 
splendidly, runs speedily into rhetorical tenuities and a glorification of 
the papal hierarchy. It contrasts sharply with the subtle and power- 
ful articles of the Jesuit fathers. The first of these, by de la Broise, 
notes the following tendencies in the thought of the century : (i) the 
current of absolute negation persists ; (2) deism is disappearing ; (3) 
the characteristic current of the age has been "religion freed from 
dogma." This is due to Kant and reveals itself in four forms : posi- 
tivism, the religion of the heart, agnosticism, idealism. But each of 
these when examined proves untenable. Each is a dream-religion. 
Humanity is awaking and will soon see things clearly. Then it will 
choose frank atheism or revealed religion. Nevertheless these dreams 
are significant, and the adequate religion must synthesize all that they 
suggest ; and a great deal more. To the Kantians and the Hegelians 
religion is an idea, a sentiment, a creation of the human soul ; it must, 
therefore, always be relative. To the Catholic, on the contrary, religion 
is the expression of the relations between man and God. All religions 
are false in which these relations are conceived falsely. Men have so 
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conceived them and gone astray. God has recalled them by Jesus 
Christ, who has confided the means of salvation to a human society, the 
Catholic church. This, far from claiming to be the only possible form 
of religion, would not so much as exist if it had not been positively 
established. 

The essay of Bainvel on " Dogma and Catholic Thought," after a 
rapid survey of Catholic theology, attacks boldly the biblical problem. 
The position is that of Augustine. No church without the Scriptures ; 
no Scriptures without the church. The following, however, is note- 
worthy : 

"The Catholic church continues to regard the Bible as one of the 
principal sources of 'the Christian demonstration,' but the absolute 
inerrancy of the sacred text is not the basis of proof. We do not 
pretend to impose the Bible as without error ; it is a question of study- 
ing it under the direction of the church, in the light of faith. The 
Catholic position is that no affirmation of the sacred author of Scripture 
can be convicted of falsity, /. e., shown to contradict an established 
truth of science." " Catholics do not reject blindly the critical labors 
of the age." " Many questions are pending ; but they are debatable 
among Catholics. For example: How far does the practical and 
doctrinal aim of a book authorize us to see in its historic aspect a pure 
symbol ? To what extent may we accept contemporaneous doubts as 
to the redaction or authorship of a certain book ? How far does the 
incorporation of a document into an inspired text guarantee its state- 
ments, and under what conditions may we concede the existence of 
error ? On these questions, and on many others of a most delicate 
character. Catholics are divided : some have adhered to the old posi- 
tions, while others have abandoned all that they could without heresy." 

" Not everything is progress in the tendencies of our new theology, 
our preaching, and our asceticism ; but we have an incontestable superi- 
ority through the penetration of the historic and scientific spirit into 
Catholic theology and thought." 

" The Expansion of the Catholic Church " is discussed by Father 
Sertillanges ; the paragraphs upon Canada and the United States are 
especially significant. Cardinal Richard, archbishop of Paris, con- 
cludes this notable collaboration with an eloquent discourse upon unity. 
The Church of Rome is the unique tree of God's planting. "Si 
r humanite cherche le repose, qu'elle vienne se grouper a son ombre." 

Charles J. Little. 
Garrett Biblical Institute, 
Evanston, III. 



